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or full time daily. In all districts the nursery school may be
a valuable part of the young child's education and of help
to parents in ways discussed earlier.
A guidance and evaluation program, workable for the spe-
cific school and locality, should be planned in each school
by a school council in which the administrators, parents,
teachers, and children plan the school policies. The guidance
program that is considered an integral part of the school-
community curriculum is likely to be most successful.
Standards for evaluating the effectiveness of the program
will be modified continuously as the program changes to meet
changing local and world conditions.
CHILD LIFE IS THE CORE OF THE PROGRAM
The acceptance of desirable learning goals, and the reorgan-
ization of the administration of the school, the class groups,
and the content of learning will fail to produce a greater un-
derstanding of the democratic way of life unless they are ac-
companied by the use of study methods which will help each
child to think critically and to make intelligent application
of what he 'learns in his own life.
The experience-centered programs of the modern schools
strive to do this. They use for study the problems of the
children which are important to them at the time and are
interwoven with their home and out-of-school living. The
problems form a core around which the child's study centers.
Each child's personal problems are studied in relation to those
of the larger group and in view of foundation principles which
the group develops according to its understanding and ability.
The core experiences draw from all the subject areas as
materials are needed: The character of the activities deter-
mines what procedures are needed and standards for evaluat-
ing the worth of the activity. For this reason methods of
work and study are decided by the group, and the skills of
the teacher, who acts as a kindly guide, are available when
they are needed to extend the thinking in the group.